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FOREWORD 
 
The ideal purpose of education is to attain knowledge, seek truth, 
wisdom, completeness and life as seen by self and others. 
Bronwyn Fredericks, 1997 
 
This research project has taken several years to complete. The history of 
the project in itself has been a time of great learning for both 
Indigenous postgraduates and the Council of Australian Postgraduate 
Associations (CAPA). 
 
During the research project the Indigenous Project Team and the 
researchers heard many stories from Indigenous postgraduates. We 
needed to hear the stories, we needed to witness the sadness and the 
happiness in the stories, we needed to feel the pain and the joy in the 
stories and we needed to set the stories in a context so we could use the 
stories to bring about recommendations that can lead to positive 
changes. 
 
Story is one of the unique ways of Aboriginal education in both teaching 
and learning. It is in the story that there is made a place for honouring 
of self, family, community, place, the environment and spirituality. We 
set each concept and event in a context that is based on history, place, 
environment and process which intertwine within one larger story of 
this country and humanity. Thus the research project itself needed to 
undertake a number of processes in order to set the project in a context 
to gain an understanding of the nature of Indigenous postgraduate study. 
Once the process was established the information began to flow. The 
research project in its completeness identifies very specific 
recommendations that can be implemented. In our view the AV-CC, 
DEETYA and universities must implement them if they are serious 
about participation of Indigenous peoples in postgraduate studies and if 
they are serious about incorporating Indigenous perspectives in higher 
education in this country. If they do not accept and act on this challenge 
they do not accept the truth, wisdom, knowledge, completeness and life 
of other, in this case, Indigenous postgraduates. 
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